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Welcome to the Church Weekly Bulletin which replaces our usual Church Family News (CFN) and 

will be our contact with both the Church family and the community until we can resume all our usual 

activities.  A copy will be posted each Sunday on the community notice board outside the Church and 

available on the Church website on the CFN page. Steve Hay will also arrange to provide copies 

to those in the community who cannot access on the website. If you want a copy to be 

delivered please contact him on 07926 773607. 

Weekly prayer topic 

And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and every living thing that 

moves on the earth." Genesis 1:20 

At last it is beginning to feel as if spring is just around the corner. As we look around and consider the 
splendour, variety and beauty of the signs of the world's wildlife, may we lift our hearts in praise and 
thanksgiving for all of God's creation. May we do our best to protect everything that God has given us 
to enjoy day by day. 

Sunday worship at 10.30am – Church closed 

As a result of the latest Scottish Government requirements the Church is closed for worship on a 

Sunday. The Church is still open for weddings and funerals subject to the limitations on numbers 

allowed to attend. A weekly service is available on the Church website (see below). The service will 

be streamed live from the Church at 10.30am. Please join us in this new venture for us. 

Video service on Church Website and CD/DVD Recordings 

You can hear and see our weekly service live on the Church website at 10.30am each Sunday. The 

Please give it a try if you can at: https://www.portsoychurch.org/weekly-video . The recording will be 

posted in the afternoon. We are producing the usual CDs for distribution as well as DVDs. Let Steve 

know if you would like to have either regularly. 

Induction and Ordination of John Gow 

Our new minister’s induction and ordination will take place on Friday 19th March. With current 

Government proposals it looks unlikely the Church will be open to welcome a congregation. The 

service will be streamed live on the evening of 19th and will be found on the ‘Weekly Video’ page of 

the Church website and available afterwards on the Church’s YouTube Channel. 

Life in a Covid-19 world 

Steve has several copies of a new outreach booklet, called 'Life in a Covid-19 world.' It's very short-
48 pages-and readable (it took him 20+ minutes to read, and he says he is not that fast!). It could 
probably be re-titled 'Hope in a Covid-19 world,' as that is its main thrust. He likes the way it very 
naturally, in his opinion, relates the gospel to aspects of what we've been going through, such the 
'New Normal,' the need for someone, or some solution, to see us through the crisis, and for hope 
amidst it all. If you'd like a copy to read and hopefully give away, just let Steve know and he can 
deliver or post it to you. 
 



SCOTTISH CHARITY No.SC000522 
 

Sunday Service message from John Gow 

 

Transfigured 

Many key scenes in the Bible take place in high places, on hills or on mountains.  The ark resting on 

Mount Ararat, Moses receiving the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai, David founding Jerusalem 

on the slopes of Mount Zion.  Elijah encountered a vision of God on a mountain.  The Sermon on the 

Mount.  Golgotha.  The Great Commission.  And then there’s the Transfiguration, when Jesus’s 

clothes and face suddenly became dazzlingly white, and he was joined on a mountaintop by Moses 

and Elijah.  

Some theologians have said that the transfiguration of Jesus couldn’t have taken place, that his face 

couldn’t have altered, that his clothing couldn’t suddenly become ‘dazzling white.’  And their reason 

for saying this does seem pretty sound at first - Jesus is God Incarnate, after all, God in the flesh, and 

one of the most important aspects of God is his changelessness. This surely can’t apply to physical 

appearance though, because Jesus changed throughout his life, he changed from a baby to a boy, 

from a boy to a man.  His face changed over time just the same way our faces change as we get 

older.  Jesus changed.  He changed from alive to dead and back again.   

But it’s possible some of the theologians might be missing the point.  We’re seeing this through the 

eyes of Peter, John and James - so maybe as well as seeing a physical change in Jesus, maybe it’s 

also that their perception of Jesus changed too, maybe they were seeing him in a new light, maybe 

they’re the ones who were actually transfigured, changed, as much as him? 

Jesus is on the mountain with Peter, John and James and all Peter can say when this amazing 

transformation takes place is that they should put up three tents.  And Jesus doesn’t respond, he 

says nothing.  Maybe because it wasn’t a suggestion that was worth replying to.  Peter’s motive for 

saying it seems a bit selfish - there on that mountain Peter wants to prolong his experience, give 

Jesus and Moses and Elijah a place each to stay and be adored, he wants to keep them there with 

him.  Selfish, but maybe understandable - because when something good happens, we want to make 

it last, we want to make the most of it, hold on to it.   

That’s kind of what happens with Peter - and probably James and John too.  They’re having an 

experience that’s just so special, so emotional, they don’t want it to end.  But what would have 

happened if Jesus had replied?  If he’d said, okay, fair enough, put up those tents and we’ll stay here, 

me and Moses and Elijah?  Can you imagine what would have happened? 

Nothing, that’s what would have happened.  If they’d all stayed on that mountaintop there would have 

been no entering Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, there would have been no Last Supper, no 

prayers in the garden of Gethsemane, no pain and suffering on the cross, no empty tomb, no joyous 

Easter morning.  We might not be here at all.   

And, of course, Jesus knew this and that’s why he led Peter and James and John back down from 

the mountain and back to the reality of the world.  They’d had a glimpse of what was to come, of 

Jesus in his glory, but there was a real world down there.  A world we all live in.  A world we can all 

play a part in changing for the better. 

Information 

If you have any information or contributions which you feel should be included in the Weekly Bulletin 

please send to Ian Whewell ian.whewell@btinternet.com by Friday evening each week. 


