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It happens every year, but somehow it always seems to take us 
by surprise. We look outside just after teatime or around then, 
and it’s dark. The night has fallen already. As you’re reading 
this, we’re still in British Summertime, but soon the clocks will 
change and night will have come even before we settle down our 
evening meal. But, as we always do, we’ll get used to it. We’ll 
adapt. 
 

At this time of year, I always remember a story I once heard 
about a Sunday School teacher who asked her students one day 
how they could tell when night had ended and day was on the 
way back. 
 

‘Is it when you can see an animal in the distance,’ said one 
student, ‘and you can tell whether it’s a sheep or a dog?’ 
 

‘No, that’s not what I’ve got in mind,’ replied the teacher. 
 

Another of her students said, ‘Is it when you look at a tree 
that’s quite far away and you can tell whether it’s an oak tree 
or a rowan tree?’  
 

‘That’s not what I’m thinking,’ said the teacher. 
 

‘Well then,’ the students said, ‘When is it?’ 
 

The teacher looked thoughtful for a moment, and then she said: 
‘It’s when you look on the face of another human being, and see 
that he or she is your brother or sister. Because if you can’t do 
that, then no matter what time it is, it’s still night.’  

A Message from the Manse 
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The teacher, of course, wasn’t thinking about the physical side 
of light and darkness, the light and darkness that we associate 
with the coming and going of night, the coming and going of the 
seasons. She was thinking about another kind of light and dark-
ness altogether.  
 

We don’t have control over the clock and we don’t have control 
over the movements of the sun, but we do have control over the 
light that’s inside us all, and it’s up to us to let that light shine.  
 

I’m hoping to see the aurora, the Northern Lights, in this, my 
first full winter in the lovely north-east of Scotland - when I 
arrived here back in January I’d go out almost every night in 
hope of catching a glimpse of the ‘merry dancers’. But what I’m 
hoping for much more is that the people of Portsoy will let 
their light shine for all to see. Let’s make it happen together. 
 

Every blessing 
 

John 
 

If you need me for anything or if you just want to call for a 
chat, you can reach me at the manse on 01261 838506. 
 
 
 

Funerals 
 

2 September  Mary Christie 
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 



4 

 

 
  

Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 
 

We are supporting the Shoebox appeal again this year, 
sending our contributions to the Buckie Baptist Church, 
who have a team of people ready to cover and pack boxes 
to transport to those in need in Eastern Europe. 
 

Leaflets about the Appeal, with ideas for what to include 
in the shoeboxes, are available at Church on Sunday 
mornings and at Coffee and Company on Tuesday 
mornings. Do please check with the leaflet to be sure of 
what can be sent and what must be avoided. 
 

Donations can be handed in at these times, or contact 
Margaret (see below) if you would like her to collect from 
you. All contributions must be handed in by the end of 
October. Uncovered shoeboxes need to be handed in 
sooner, to allow the Buckie team time to cover them. 
 

Our friends at Buckie will be delighted and most grateful 
for your support, whether covered and filled shoeboxes, 
contributions of items to fill empty boxes, or monetary 
donations to help cover the cost of transporting the 
boxes to their destinations.  
 

Many thanks for your interest and help. We will let you 
know how many boxes in total were sent from Buckie this 
year in due course. God bless you all for your compassion 
and generosity. 
 

Contact: Margaret Whewell 01261 843125  
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Weddings 
 

18 September Emma Strathdee and Davie Grant 

 
This is my hope 

 

This is my song, O God of all nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar, and mine. 

This is my hope, the country where my heart is, 
this is my hope, my dream, and my shrine. 

But other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams that are the same as mine. 

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
the sunlight beams on clover leaves and pine; 
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and other skies are just as blue as mine. 
O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations, 

a prayer of peace for other lands and mine. 
 

Author unknown 
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Hidden Books of the Bible 
 

There are 30 books of the bible hidden in the item below - if 
you can find them all, let John know and there will be a prize 
for anyone who gets them all!   
Good Luck! 
 

“ This is a most remarkable puzzle.  It was found by a 
gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los 
Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours.  He 
enjoyed it so much he passed it on to some friends. 
 

One friend studied it while playing his banjo.  Elaine Taylor, a 
newspaper columnist was so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in 
her weekly newspaper column.  Another friend judges the job 
of solving this puzzle so involving that she brews a cup of tea to 
help her nerves.  There will be some names that are very easy 
to spot; some people, however, will soon find themselves in a 
jam, especially since the books are not necessarily 
capitalised.  Truthfully from answers we get, we are forced to 
admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them 
at the worst.  Research has shown that something in our genes 
is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in 
the paragraphs.  During a recent fundraising event, which 
features this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phil-Lemonade booth set 
a new sales record. 
 

The local paper, the Chronicle, surveyed over 50 readers who 
reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they 
had ever seen.  As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "the books 
are all right here in plain view, hidden from sight."  Those able 
to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who 
have to be shown.  One revelation that may help is that the 
books Timothy and Samuel appear without their numbers.   
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Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle 
are normal.  A chipper attitude will help you compete really well 
against those who claim to know the answers.  Remember, there 
is no need for a mass exodus, there really are 30 books of the 
Bible lurking somewhere in these paragraphs.” 
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“He forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his 
thoughts to man…the Lord God Almighty is his name.” Amos 

4:13  
 

We are well into September and perhaps the holiday season is 
coming to an end when people will be going back to work and now 
the schools are back once again. Various organisations are plan-
ning to start up after the long break because of covid and be-
fore we know it we will become fully occupied and quite busy. 
We can at times become too busy and perhaps we need a slower 
life style, a time without busyness so that we can spend it in 
Bible study, quiet times and prayer. Can you find a deeper rela-
tionship with God even when you are busy? When we are too oc-
cupied we neglect to stop and listen to God’s voice and speak 
with Him. 
 

Busy people find different ways to communicate. Whenever you 
want to tell a friend something important, you might call them 
on your mobile phone, send an e-mail, arrange to meet for cof-
fee. The important thing is connecting directly to your friend 
and saying what’s on your heart. A good friend will listen to 
your news with interest. You’ll probably have a lot of back and 
forth, give and take conversion wrapped up in that chat too. 
 

In addition to creating mountains and moving winds, (as in the 
scripture passage at the beginning) God wants to speak with you 
like you speak to a friend, to connect directly to you in a give 
and take conversion. He wants to hear all about your day and 
share with you His plans for your tomorrows.  
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Prayer opens the direct line to God. It’s His way of connecting 
to Him and sharing what’s on your mind. Then listening for Him 
to speak to you in prayer gives God a chance to let you know 
what’s on His heart; God listening. God speaking; you listening. 
That’s prayer in action. 
 

“I am listening to what the Lord God is saying; he promises 
peace to us, in his own people, if we do not go back to our fool-
ish ways”. Psalm 85:8 
 

Lord, no matter how busy we are each day, please help us to 
find time to sit quietly and listen to You. Father, we wait for 
You to share Your thoughts and we give thanks and praise that 
You are always there for us. May we begin each quiet time say-
ing, “I’m here, God; lets talk. I’m quiet; You go first, God. I’m 
listening” Please give us a sense of Your nearness and what You 
want to say to us in Jesus name we pray. 
 

Amen 
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Coffee ‘n Company is back!! 
 

We were delighted to be able to restart Coffee ‘n Company 
again on Tuesday 28th September after over 18 months 

without our weekly get together. There was a great turnout 
and we were pleased to welcome back both regulars and new 

faces. If you haven’t already done so please join us every 
Tuesday between 10am and noon in the Church Centre. 

A jolly band of helpers 
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FLOWER ROTA 
 

October 
 

3rd Olwen Christie 
10th HARVEST 
17th Margaret Whewell 
24th Edith Stuart     
 

November 
 

7th Flower Fund 
14th Remembrance 
21st Helen D’Arcy 
28th Anne McArthur 
 

December   
5th Flower Fund 
12th CHRISTMAS   

Many thanks to all who donate to the Flower Fund, so we 
have beautiful flowers  in church each Sunday, allowing 

us to gift these to members of the community after the 
service. 

If you would like to join the flower rota, please let 
Margaret know. (01261 843 125) 

FOCUS DEADLINE 

The next edition of Focus will cover December 2021 to 
January 2022. Please let Johanna Sturrock have articles 
and any photographs for inclusion no later than Sunday 21 
November. unicornathome@gmail.com.  
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Covid Update — October 
 

We are slowly returning to normal and are delighted that 
Coffee ‘n Company is back on Tuesday mornings at its usual 
time of 10-12 noon. Our capacity in the Church centre is now up 
to 100, but we are still social distancing and must wear masks 
during church services. We started serving teas and coffees 
after the service a few weeks ago and this seems to be working 
well.  
 

Church Family News 

CFN is back with a message from John Gow, our usual weekly 
prayer topic, and other information. There is a copy on the 
Church Centre notice board, a link on the Church Family News 
page of our website and copies available at our Sunday service. 
John still delivers copies to those without internet access or 
who don’t wish to leave their homes. Please contact John on 
01261 838506 or 07941 511192 if you would like a copy 
delivered. 
 

Social contact 

Elders are still available if you wish to talk about any issues or 
just have a news. However, John is more than happy for you to 
ring him at any time to talk. 
 

Sunday service-ways to join us. 

We would be delighted to welcome you at Church on a Sunday 
morning, but if you are still unsure about coming, our Sunday 
service is live on the internet, on the ’Weekly Video page of the 
Church Website. You can also view a recording at anytime after 
the service. Please join us if you can. CDs and DVDs of the 
service are also available free of charge. John distributes 
these, so please let him know if you would like either.  
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W>?@AB> T>CBD 
 

10.30am Portsoy Church Centre  
 
3 October   Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
10 October  Moira McKenzie & Joan Morrison 
17 October  Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie 
24 October  Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown 
31 October  Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
 
7 November  Moira McKenzie & Joan Morrison 
14 November  Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie 
21 November  Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown 
28 November  Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
 
5 December  Moira McKenzie & Joan Morrison 
12 December  Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie 
19 December  Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown 
26 December  Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
 
If any of the dates are unsuitable please ensure you arrange a 
swap. 
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A Christian book lending 
library is available in the 
meeting room in the Church 
Centre 

If you see something you 
fancy reading, just put your 
name in the register, borrow 
the book and sign it back in 
when you’re finished. 

Please contact Olwen Christie (Pastoral 
Care Convener) on 01261 843 680 if you 
know of anyone who is ill at home or in 
hospital (especially Dr Gray’s in Elgin as 

we are not notified). 
 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………........................................................ 
(Not necessary) 

 
Please pray for: ……………………………………………………………………………............................... 
 
……………………………………………………………………………….............................................................. 
 
............................................................................................................................................... 
 
Please place completed slip in box at church door or hand to the minister or 
Edith Stuart. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Community Diary: 
 
A diary of  local events has been placed 
in the Portsoy Ice Cream Shop for use 
by everyone.  This will enable event 
organisers to check that the date and 
time of their event will not clash with 
another already planned. 
 
Please pass this on to any other local 
groups.  To work effectively everyone 
will need to check the diary and ensure 
their own event is entered in it. 
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Minister                  Rev. John Gow 
           Tel:  01261 838506 
            E-mail: jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk  
 
Session Clerk             Mrs Yvonne McKay, Bayview, Sandend. 
           Tel: 07592 395 581 
                                     E-mail: Yvonne@therealmckay.co.uk 
         
                                              
Treasurer     Mrs Ishbel Mackinnon, 24, Kirkwood Crescent,    
           Portsoy. Tel: 01261 842545  or 07969 697362 
         E-mail: ishbel.mackinnon@btinternet.com 
 
Gift Aid Convener   Mr Ian Whewell,  Eynhallow, 14 South High                   
         Street,  Portsoy. Tel:01261 843125  
            E-mail: ian.whewell@btinternet.com 
 
Church Website   Mr Ian Whewell - as above 
 
Church Centre Convener Mr Ian Whewell - as above  
(For bookings) 
 
Centre Caretaker   Mrs Sarah Willis, 40, Gordon Crescent,   
         Portsoy 
                                       Tel:01261 843928 or 07756535731 

                                       E-mail: sarahsfamily@btinternet.com 
 
Focus       Mrs Johanna Sturrock  
            21 Hill Street, Portsoy. Tel: 01261 843009 
            E-mail: unicornathome@gmail.com 
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Every Sunday at 10.30am unless otherwise 

intimated 
Special services: 

Sunday 31st October-Service of Holy 
Communion 

Sunday 14th November-Remembrance 
11.15am (after the service at the War 

Memorial) 
 

 
Please join us for all are welcome 

 

Website—http://www.portsoychurch.org 
+++ 

Scottish Charity No: SC 000522 

 

DKL>@MALN (CAOMKOP>Q) 
 
Pastoral Care Group Convener    Olwen Christie  01261 843680 
 
Outreach Group Convener     Paul Williams   01261 842338 
 
Finance & Property Group Convener  Ian Whewell   01261 843125 
 
Social Group Convener      Helen D’Arcy  01261 842340 
 
Administration Group Convener    Anne McArthur  01261 842474 

 
 


